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Slowing Number of U.S. High School Graduates, then Decline

3.93M

4.0M 3.77M

Strong production of 3.50M

3.5M h|gh S?h%m graduates Graduation Birth declines

for two decades rate increases still predict long- 3.52M
3.0M 5 som mitigate term graduate

' contracting declines
2.5M youth population
2.46M

2.0M
1.5M
1.0M
0.5M
0.0M 1992 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 2022 2027 2032 2037

Total Public & Private Schools, by Graduating Class Year
Bl Class of 1988 t0 2019 (reported) [ Class of 2020 to 2025 (projected: increase) [ Class of 2026 to 2037 (projected: decrease)



WICHE Region Total Public & Private High School Graduates
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Projections not available for Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands



WICHE States: Balance of Increases & Decreases
Total Public & Private High School Graduates, 2019 to 2037
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Graduates of Color Factor
Strongly



Percent Change

Number of Graduates

White Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
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Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
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Percent Change

Number of Graduates

Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
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Black Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
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Percent Change

Number of Graduates

Asian/Pacific Islander Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
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Other Racial Categories of Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036

WICHE West Region
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A 380% more multi-racial graduates
* Incl. some American Indian and Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander, who are
frequently multiracial

A 9% more Asian or Pacific Islander graduates

» Driven by Asian graduates; = -11%
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those of multiple race)
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«  May be ~10% more American Indian
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Education Schools
» Other data would predict increases of
graduates (or lesser decline), if multiple
race American Indians were included



High School Graduates Profile for K Nﬁc KI N G
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Projected values are displayad as either thicker or darker in the profile charts. See the nates for more details,
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Fublic High School Graduate Trends, Class of 2011 to 2036

» Batween the Class of 2018 and 2036, the share of non-white public graduates is projectad w increase from 61%1t0 65%
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What Does the Changing Mix of High School Graduates Mean for the West?

Total Public & Private ChangjvshT PUb:\l‘C H?N(;r?duates, (Ierste HS Summary Pattern for 16 Years of Public HS Graduating Classes
ite or Non-White, : .
HS Graduates raquates from 2019 to 2036
2019 to 2036 by 2036
Chgin Chgin
No.in Pct Change White  Non-White  Percent  Chgin Pct
Class of by Class of by Class of by Class of by Class of Non-White Non-White
2019 2025 2036 2036 2036 in 2019 by 2036
New Mexico 21K 5% - 22% | w -29% w -17%  [76% 3% -21% Net decreases of both White and non-White graduates; 65% of total decrease is from non-White graduates.
Alaska 9K | -1% - 18%  w -19% w -/%  50% 3% -18% Net decreases of both White and non-White graduates; 20% of total decrease is from non-White graduates.
California 485 K 0% . -15% | w -24% w 9%  [76% 3% -16% Net decreases of both White and non-White graduates; 56% of total decrease is from non-White graduates.
Wyoming 6K 9% . 13% | w -17% a4 10%  [19% 5% -13% For every 100 fewer White graduates, there are about 20 additional non-White graduates.
Hawaii 14K 9% . -10%  w -32% w -27%  84% 1% -12% Net decreases of both White and non-White graduates; 80% of total decrease is from non-White graduates.
Montana 10 K 8% I 6% | w 3% a 28% 17% 4% -4% More than 2 additional non-White graduates for every 1 less White graduate.
Oregon 42 K 8% I 5% v -10% A 11%  37% 5% -4% Roughly 1 additional non-White graduate for every 1 less White graduate.
Arizona 76 K 12% I 4% | w -19% a 14% 59% 8% -4% Almost 1 additional non-White graduate for every 1 less White graduate.
Colorado 61K 8% I S% v 9% A 9% 44% 5% -2% For every 100 fewer White graduates, there are about 60 additional non-White graduates.
Washington 77 K 6% 0% W -18% a 37% 41% 13% 0% More than 2 additional non-White graduates for every 1 less White graduate.
Utah 44 K 17% 2% v -7% A 39% 24% 8% 2% More than 1 additional non-White graduate for every 1 less White graduate.
South Dakota 9K 21% 13% -3% A 133% [19% 17% 11% Increase then drawback to almost same number of White graduates. More than doubling of non-White graduates from 2019.
ldaho 20K 21% 14% 1% A 39% 23% 6% 11% Increase then drawback to about same number of White graduates. 35% net increase of non-White graduates from 2019.
Nevada 30K 20% 15% | w -19% & 44% [65% 12% 13% More than 4 additional non-White graduates for every 1 less White graduate.
North Dakota 7K 19% 4% A 11% & 123% [19% 13% 31% 11% net increase of White graduates and more than doubling of non-White graduates, compared to 2019.

*Patterns that are consistent from a cumulative and annualized basis.

2/10/2021

Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, Knocking at the College Door: Projections of High School Graduates, 2020. www.knocking.wiche.edu.



	20210218 Presentation
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	WICHE Region in National Context
	Slowing Number of U.S. High School Graduates, then Decline
	WICHE Region Total Public & Private High School Graduates
	WICHE States: Balance of Increases & Decreases�Total Public & Private High School Graduates, 2019 to 2037
	Graduates of Color Factor Strongly
	White Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	Black Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	Asian/Pacific Islander Non-Hispanic Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	Other Racial Categories of Public High School Graduates, By Race/Ethnicity, 2020 to 2036
	www.knocking.wiche.edu
	Slide Number 15

	Summary
	West


