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National Projections
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Slowing Number of U.S. High School Graduates,
then Decline (U.S. Total High School Graduates)

3.93M

4.0M 3.77M
Strong production of 3.50M

3.5M high chh%m graduates Graduation Birth declines

for two decades rate increases still predict long- 3.52M
3.0M 5 com mitigate term graduate

' contracting declines
2.5M youth population
2.46M

2.0M
1.5M
1.0M
0.5M
0.0M 1992 1997 2002 2007 2012 2017 2022 2027 2032 2037

Graduating Class
Bl Class of 1988 to 2019 (reported) [ Class of 2020 to 2025 (projected: increase) [ Class of 2026 to 2037 (projected: decrease)

KNOCKING AT THE COLLEGE DOOR WICHE



Projected Diversification of Public High School
Graduating Classes, United States, Class of 2019 to
Class of 2036
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Projected Percent Change in Public Graduates vs. 2019
by Race/Ethnicity, United States

Cumulative Percent Change Change between 2019 &
2036
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Projected Change in Public Graduates vs. 2019
by Race/Ethnicity

Cumulative Change in the Number of Graduates
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Projected Change in High School Graduates by
School Sector, Class of 2017 to Class of 2037
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Regional & State Variation
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Projected Percent Change, Total High School Graduates by
State

Class of 2019 to Class of 2025 Class of 2019 to Class of 2037
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Share of Public High School Graduates by Race/Ethnicity, by Census Division, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036
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West South Central High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates
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Great Lakes High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036
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Mid-Atlantic High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates

MNew York Pennsylvania New Jersey
g
m
S 0%
=
2 g
= -3%
=
W
oo
C _10%
L=
(W]
=
Lo e I e A0 T o R o T o TR o T e Y N T O o T R o o T I 0 T R o TR o T S o T T e T e A T 1 T e ) RO o T e T Y 0 T Y o TR R S+ o TR o T e T . UL I R TR o T
b e, S T T e O e’ S e N O O I e’ S0 TS L T 0 T 0 T L0 T L0 L Y I e O e O O O e O e’ O e O N N0 TN 0 T 90 T L0 T T T 0 T 0 T I L O’ [ e’ N O N e O e L L T T L O L0 O B L L
coCcocoCocococoCcoooooooCoooloo o oo oCooooCo oo ooooolDocooc oo oCooCoCooooCo
L I T T e e A e I I I T A I e e A I I I Yt I I I A At I A O 0 e I e I O I I A N N et I I I I et B Y At
Change in Number of Public High School Graduates from Class of 2019 by Race Ethnicity
New York Pennsylvania New Jersey
. 10K
5
=
3 0K
L
E=
g 10K
[=1]
]
£ 2ok
-30K
2022 2025 2027 2030 2033 2036 2022 2025 2027 2030 2033 2036 2022 2025 2027 2030 2033 2036
| A B Asian/PI [ Black M Hispanic B Tvo or More Races B white

KNOCKING AT THE COLLEGE DOOR

WICHE




Mountain High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates
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Plains High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates
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East South Central High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates
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New England High School Graduates, Class of 2019 to Class of 2036

Percent Change in Total High School Graduates
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Potential COVID-19 Implications: Projections

« 10% edition projections were released in December 2020 and included actual counts
through Class of 2019

* The COVID-19 pandemic appears to have limited effect on the immediate potential
number of public high school graduates

* The widespread public school enrollment declines in fall 2020 varied by race and
ethnicity

* Younger grades had substantial drops in enrollment last year

* Continued declines in babies being born could yield significant long term impacts
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Potential COVID-19 Implications:
Postsecondary Education

« & 15% in enrollment at public 2-year institutions nationally between Fall
2019 and Fall 2021 compared to 4% at public 4-year institutions

 Larger enrollment decreases among men, American Indian/Alaska Native,
and Black undergraduates

e Larger decreases at community college and less selective four-year
Institutions
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Contact information

* Colleen Falkenstern — cfalkenstern@wiche.edu
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